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Cognitions and Behavior of Some Kaohsiung City Residents
on Acquisition and Abandonment of Exotic Pets
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Abstract
This study investigated cognitions and behavior of some Kaohsiung City residents on acquisition

and abandonment of exotic pets, by interviewing visitors at the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts on 26

and 27 March 2006. Results showed that most of the people acquired exotic pets due to their personal
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curiosity with an assumption that these animals are easy to be taken care of. Most of the pet owners had
college education and were at the ages of 25 to 34 years. They acquired their pets mainly through aquarium
shops or other pet shops. These pets consisted wide varieties of exotic species, including some of
dangerous, aggressive animalsin the world. Many of the species have established their natural populations
in the rural areas. About one third of the interviewees admitted that they released their petsin the past
for the humane purpose or their religious beliefs, and over the one fifth said that they would “release”

themin the futureif they would not want them. Among the demographic variabl es of the sample popul ation,
religious beliefs was found to be the strongest motivation for releasing pets to nature, particularly for
those with Buddhism belief. Accordingly, it isrecommended 1) to set up rigorous management regul ations
for importing and marketing exotic animals, 2) to enhance public education for awareness of the issue,
3) to prohibit commercial and religious massive humane animal-release activities, and 4) to encourage

the establishment of pet animal exchange channels.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the sample population

Demographic characteristics Frequencies Percent
Genders Male 84 43.3
Female 110 56.7
Ages Under 24 36 18.6
25-34 62 320
35-44 61 314
45-54 29 14.9
55 or over 6 31
Education Elementary school or less 6 31
Junior high school 9 46
Senior high school 47 24.2
College 132 68.0
Monthly family incomes Under 40,000 59 304
(NT$) 40,000-59,999 53 27.3
60,000-89,999 34 175
90,000 or over 48 24.7
Religions Taoism 46 237
Buddhism 63 325
Protestantism 28 144
Catholicism 4 21
No religion 50 25.8
Others 3 15
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o
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Table 2. Acquisition sources of exotic pets
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Sources Frequencies! Percent?2
Aquarium shops 112 57.7
Gifts from friends 74 38.1
Pet shops 57 294
Captured from the wild 10 5.2
Exchange with other people 2 1.0
Websites 2 1.0

1 Dueto multi-answersto the questionnaire from each of the interviewees, thetotal frequency was 257 higher than 194,

the total number of interviewees.

2 Percentages were computed with 194 as the denominator.
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Table 3. Information sources of raising exotic pets

Sources Frequencies! Percent?2
Aquarium shops 86 443
Relatives or friends 79 40.7
Books or magazines 57 294
Learning by oneself 51 26.3
Pet shops 36 18.6
Websites 33 17.0
Veterinarians 12 6.2
Other sources 4 2.1

1 Due to multi-answers to the questionnaire from each of the interviewees, the total frequency was 358, higher than

194, the total number of interviewees.

2 Percentages were computed with 194 as the denominator.
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Table 4. Pet species reported to be released by intervieweest

Categories Species

Actinopterygii

Poecilia reticulate, Cichlasoma sp., Liposarcus multiradiatus hancock, Pomacanthus

imperator, Carassius auratus, Osteoglossum bicirrhosum, Channa maculate
Aves Lonchura maja, Garrulax canorus, Gracula religiosa, Zosterops japonica

Crustacea Procambarus clarkia

Gastropoda Pomacea canaliculata
Reptilia Pseudemys scripta elegans
Amphibia Rana catesbeiana
Mammalia Mesocricetus auratus

1 The list excludes those species whose names were forgotten or unable to be identified (including all insect species)

by interviewees.

=~ HEFmACAT
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Table 5. Numbers of intervieweesintended to release their petsin different religion and education groups

Groups . Number of interviewees Number of interviewees Percentage
intended to release pets (A) (B) (A x100/B)
Religions
Taoism 7 46 15.2
Buddhism 23 63 36.5
Protestantism 1 2 28 7.1
No religion 10 50 20.0
Education
Under College 8 62 12.9

1 Four Catholics and 3 people of other religions were excluded from this table, owing to their small sample sizes.

(=) o ke iy R o R 2 1 EE B A B

5% (2005) 2 2B A R H A 5%
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IfETTFERE 30,726 48 £ SR LAY
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