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Cannibalism of Mother Taiwanese Macague (Macaca
cyclopis) on Infant Corpse at Mt. Chai
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Abstract

In our regular tracking on agroup of Taiwanese macaque (Macaca cyclopis) at Mt. Chai, we observed
cannibalism of a mother macaque on her infant corpse after she carried it around for one and half days.
She tore off skin of the corpse with her teeth and consumed the flesh of the chest and abdomen for 69
min. During this period four other monkeys of the group crowded around her, and even one of them took
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asmell at the corpse. When the al pha male approached her, she carried the carcass away to avoid him.
The infant corpse-eating behavior of the mother and the attention she drew among other members of the
group suggested that the infant corpse was considered as food. The occurrence of such cannibalistic

behavior might be resulted from damaging impacts of human activities on the primate habit and habitat.
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Fig. 1. Mother and the dead infant.
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Fig. 2. The infant corpse.
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Fig. 3. Mother torn off the skin of theinfant corpse Fig. 4. Mother turned over the skin of the infant
with teeth.
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corpse and squeezed flesh out for consumption.
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Fig. 5. Vigilance of mother at eating the infant
corpse.
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Fig. 6. Discarded remains of infant corpse.
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