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Abstract

The spiny rat Niviventer coninga (Swinhoe, 1864) is an endemic rodent to Taiwan. It was originally
described as Mus coninga by Swinhoe in 1864. Since then the names coxinga and coxingi have been also
used, causing confusion in the nomenclature of this rodent. A review of the literature showed that the
original name coninga was used prior to 1870. Since then coninga was no longer used and replaced by
coxinga or coxingi until 1990. In 1992 Corbet and Hill verified the scientific name of the rodent as
Niviventer coninga (Swinhoe, 1864), according to Code 32.5 and Code 23.9.1 of the 4th edition of
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. The former code states that spelling variation based on
transliteration are not errors justifying a change in name, and the latter code states that if the original
name was used since 1899, the original name should stand. Nevertheless, since 1992 both coxinga and
coxingi have been still used, particularly in Taiwan. It is recommended Niviventer coninga (Swinhoe,

1864) to be used as the valid scientific name of the spiny rat of Taiwan.
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often spelled coxingi, the name coninga is
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with no evidence therein of an inadvertent error.
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32.1. ‘Definition. The “original spelling” of
a name is the spelling used in the work in which

the name was established.’
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32.2. ‘Correct original spelling. The
original spelling of a name is the “correct
original spelling”, unless it is demonstrably
incorrect as provided in Article 32.5.”
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32.3. ‘Preservation of correct original
spelling. The correct original spelling of a name
is to be preserved unaltered, .
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32.4. ‘Status of incorrect original spell-
ings. An original spelling is an “incorrect
original spelling” if it must be corrected as
required in Article 32.5. An incorrect original
spelling has no separate availability and cannot
enter into homonymy or be used as a substitute
name.’
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32.5. ‘Spellings that must be corrected
(incorrect original spellings).’
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32.5.1. “If there is in the original publication
itself, without recourse to any external source of
information, clear evidence of an inadvertent

error, such as a lapsus calami or a copyist's or
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printer's error, it must be corrected. Incorrect
transliteration or latinization, or use of an
inappropriate connecting vowel, are not to be
considered inadvertent errors.’
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33.2.3. ‘Any other emendation is an
“unjustified emendation”; the name thus
emended is available and it has own author and
date and is a junior objective synonym of the
name in its original spelling; it enters into
homonymy and can be used as a substitute name,
but’
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33.2.3.1. ‘when an unjustified emendation is
in prevailing usage and is attributed to the
original author and date it is deemed to be a
justified emendation.’
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‘usage, prevailing, n. Of a name: that usage
of the name which is adopted by at least a
substantial majority of the most recent authors
concerned with the relevant taxon, irrespective of
how long ago their work was published.’
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23.9.1. ‘prevailing wusage must be
maintained when the following conditions are
both met:’
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23.9.1.1. ‘the senior synonym or homonym
has not been used as a valid name after 1899,
and’
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23.9.1.2. ‘the junior synonym or homonym
has been used for a particular taxon, as its
presumed valid name, in at least 25 works,
published by at least 10 authors in the
immediately  preceding 50 years and
encompassing a span of not less than 10 years.’
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