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Abstract

Microlepia platyphylla (Don) J. Sm. (Dennstaedtiaceae) was collected from Taiwan only twice: first
in 1912 and second in 1914. Since then it had not been reported for nearly 100 years and considered to be
regionally extinct. During our recent field survey, M. platyphylla was rediscovered from the Alishan area

of Chiayi County. This paper reports the rediscovery with descriptions of its morphological characters and
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habitat with color photos and brief notes on taxonomy. According to the IUCN Red List Categories and

Criteria, M. platyphylla was evaluated as a critically endangered species in Taiwan. Conservation projects

are required for preventing it from regional extinction.
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Microlepia platyphylla (Don) J. Sm., London J.
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Bot. 1: 427. 1842; Tagawa, Acta Phytotax.
Geobot. 6: 154. 1937; Ching, F1. Reip. Pop.
Sin. 2: 226. 1959; Shieh, J. Sci. Engin. 10:
199. 1973; id. Quart. J. Chin. Forest. 6(4):
11. 1973; id. in Li et al., F1. Taiwan 1: 250.
1975; id. in Huang e al., F1. Taiwan (2™ ed.)
1: 161. 1994; Kuo, Taiwania 30: 23. 1985;
id. Man. Taiwan Vasc. P1. 1: 85. 1997; Lu et
Yang, Taiwania 50: 145. 2005; Ralf Knapp,
Ferns Fern Allies Taiwan 100, ph. 102-11, f.
6.281.2011.

FEIBEMRZE R Figs. 1 &2

BASIONYM.

Davallia platyphylla Don, Prodr. Fl. Nepal.
10. 1825.

Type. NEPAL: Wallich s.n. (holotype: BM,
photo!).

SYNONYM.

Microlepia grandissima Hayata, Icon. Pl.
Formos. 4: 207, f. 140. 1914; C. Chr., Index Fil.
Suppl. 2: 22. 1917; Makino et Nemoto, Fl. Jap.
1634. 1925; Sasaki, List P1. Formos. 28. 1928;
Masamune, Short Fl. Formos. 19. 1936.

Type. TAIWAN: between Arisan ([ BL[l])
and Tozan (35 1l1), Hayata et Sasaki s.n., Jan.
1912 (holotype & isotypes: TI, photo!).
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W 1. RESEMEERR - A, ZLEMEERR : B, MR 5 ¢, /IR 5 D, 3R RN -
Fig. 1. Microlepia platyphylla (Don) J. Sm. (A, habitat; B, lateral pinnae; C, pinnulae; D, sori and indusia).
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Fig. 2. Holotype (Wallich s.n., BM) of Microlepia platyphylla (Don) J. Sm. (Courtesy of Dr. Shan-Jye Moore).
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