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Melanthera nivea (L.) Small (Asteraceae), A Newly
Naturalized Plant in Taiwan
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Abstract

A new naturalized plant, Melanthera nivea (L.) Small, which is native to the Southeastern America, West
Indies and Central America, was found naturalized in a disturbed field in southern Taiwan. It is distinct
from Melanthera biflora (L.) Wild and Melanthera prostrata (Hemsl.) W. L. Wagner & H. Rob. by plant
erect or scandent, stems square, corolla white and only with disc florets in head.
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Fig. 1. Melanthera nivea (L.) Small. A. Habit; B. Central disc floret with bract (left) and outer disc floret
without bract and two corolla lobes removed (right), showing the stamens connected; C. Infructescence
head; D. Achene with 6-8 pappus.
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Fig. 2. Melanthera nivea (L.) Small. A. Habit; B, C. Flowering and fruiting branches; D. Square cross

section of stem; E. Leaf upper surface (adaxial face) (right) and beneath (abaxial face); F. Head only
composed of white disc florets; G. Outer (left) and central (right) disc floret with bract; H. Infructescence
head; I. Achene with 6-8 pappus. Scale bars: B, C, E,F=2cm; D, G, H=5mm, | =2 mm.



