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Abstract

Pseudechinolaena polystachya (Kunth) Stapf, belonging to the grass family, is widely
distributed in America, Aferica and Asia. This species is characterized by its upper glume of
spikelet densively covered with long hooked-hair in fruiting stage. In a recent plant survery, we
found a wild naturalized population of Pseudechinolaena polystachya in Central Taiwan. A
detailed description with color photographs, linedrawing and habitat information is provided in

this paper.
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Fig. 1. Habitat(A), habit (B), flowers(C) and mature fruits with long hooked-hairs of

Pseudechinolaena polystachya (Kunth) Stapf from Taiwan(D).
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Fig. 2. Pseudechinolaena polystachya (Kunth) Stapf. 1.Habit; 2. Ligule; 3. Inflorescence a
racemose racemes; 4.Spikeket in flowering stage; 5. Spikeket with long hooked-hairs in

fruiting stage.



GBS EEVETZE(TW 1. of Biodivers.) 23(2): 109-116, 2021 113

N NI = S o G S RN O ES
8~ oA R HARRBARE -

R R

Pseudechinolaena Stapf. in Prain, Fl.
Trop. Africa. 9: 495. 1919; Chen and Philips.
Fl1. China 22: 500. 2006 .
HERE

TS (DL N AR 38 2 B IIREA)

Pseudechinolaena polystachya (Kunth)
Stapf. in Prain, FI. Trop. Africa. 9: 495.
1919; Chen and Philips. Fl. China 22: 500.
2006. $2FF(E]1 ~ 2)

Echinolaena polystachya Kunth. Nov.
Gen.etSp. 1:119. 1816.

Annual or perennial. Culms slender,
erect, often stoloniferous at lower part,
rooting on nodes, 30-60 cm tall. Leaf
alternative, leaf blades lanceolate, 3.5-6.5
cm long, 0.9-1.1 cm wide, slightly pilose on
adaxial surface, glabrous on abaxial surface;
leaf sheath 1.2-5 cm long, margin densely
pilose; ligule membranous, 1-2 mm long,
apex ciliate. Inflorescence a racemose
racemes, bearing 4-7 loosely, ascending
racemes with distant spikelets. Spikelets
bisexual, ovate or oblong, 5-7 mm long, with
1-1.5 mm long pedicels. Lower glume
lanceolate, acute, 4 mm long, 1 mm wide, 3-

veined. Upper glume thicker, navicular, 3.5-

4 mm long, 1.5-2 mm wide, 7-veined, with
tubercle-based hooks between the veins.
Lower floret neutral, upper floret fertile.
Lower lemma broadly ovate, 4 mm long, 2
mm wide, 5-7 veined. Lower palea
lanceolate, 4 mm long, 0.5 mm wide. Upper
lemma ovate, navicular, 3 mm long, 1 mm
wide, subcoriaceous, glabrous and shining
on the surface. Upper palea elliptic, 2.5 mm
long, 0.5 mm wide, subcoriaceous, glabrous
and shining on the surface. Lodicules 2,
membranous, tiny; Anthers 3. Caryopsis
fusiform, 2.5 mm long.

Flowering stage: September to
December

Chromosome number: n= 18(Mehra,
1982), 2n=36 (Pohl & Davidse, 1971;
Christopher & Abraham, 1975) °
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