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Distribution of the Taiwan Plumyew
(Cephalotaxus wilsoniana Hayata)

Shy-Yuan Hwang',Tien-Sgu Liao’,Jen-Hsien Weng’ ,and Ju-Ying Hsiao’

'Taiwan Endemic Species Resarch Institute, Nantou, Taiwan
‘Department of Forestry, National Chung-Hsing University, Taichung, Taiwan
*Department of Botany, National Chung-Hsing University, Taichung, Taiwan

Abstract

Taiwan plumyew (Cephal otaxan wilsoniana Hayata) is an endemic and threatened species,
belonging to the family Cephalotaxaceae. It is the only spedes of the family represented in
Taiwan. It iswidely distributed but locally scarce. In this study, atotal of 57 populations but only
1,035 individuals were recorded throughout its range in llan, Taoyuan, Hsinchu, Miaoli,
Taichung, Nantou, Chiayi, Kaohsiung, Pingtung and Hualien prefectures at the elevations of 650
~2,400m. The Taiwan plumyew is a shade tolerant tree, and usually found beneath the canopy
of large trees in both broad-leaved and coniferous forests. According to the criteria of the 1994
IUCN Red List Categories and the present status of wide distribution but extremely small

population sizes, the Taiwan plumyew should be accommodated within the endangered (EN)
category for protection.

Key words : Cephalotaxaceae, Cephalotaxus wilsoniana , distribution, endangered
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Fig.1l.Distribution of Taiwan plumyew populations in Taiwan
(@ survey localities; o specimen collection records;
A records in literature.)
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