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On the Current Status of Field Population of Formosan Fruit
Bat (Pteropus dasymallus formosus)

Liang-Kong Lin' and Kurtis Pei’

'Laboratory of Wildlife Ecology, Department of Biology, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan, 407

’Department of Wildlife Conservation, National Pingtung University of Science and Technology,

Neipu, Pingtung, Taiwan, 912

The Formosan fruit bat (Pteropus dasymallus formosus) is the only known species of

Megachiroptera in Taiwan. It mainly inhabits on Green Island southeast of Taiwan. The fruit bat

was listed as an endangered species by the Wildlife Conservation Law (1989) but its actual
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populations was unknown. Interviews with 28 local residents and one hunter were made to document
the causes of population decline. From December 1993 to June 1996, eight surveys were made, and
failed to find any colony of the fruit bat at the four major roosting areas. In the early 1960s’
there might be over 2,000 bats on Green Island. Since then, the largest roosting area at Guei-Uan,
has completely collapsed. Aside from two possible sightings by other people at Guei-Uan, this
study has an unverified sighting of a fruit bat flying in the sky at dusk. According to the interview
results, 39% of the interviewees believed that the fruit bat was extincted, and 61% thought the
population had declined dramatically. Five interviewees reported seeing the fruit bat in recent
years. The decline of the fruit bat was due to overhunting suggested by one hunter who used mist
nets. Creation of plantation forests and the destruction of native forest (Figus sp.) accelerated
the decline of the fruit bat on Green Island. Monitoring and restoration of the fruit bat population

on Green Island is essential for its conservation.

Key words: Green Island; Formosan fruit bat; Pteropus dasymallus formosus; endangered species;

current status
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