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Fig. 1. Location of the Zueyenshi major wildlife habitat in central Taiwan.
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Table 1. Nest characteristics and clutch sizes of the pygmy wren babbler observed in the Zueyenshi

major wildlife habitat.

Nest Date Internal Depth External Nest height Height Clutch
diameters(mm) (mm) diameters(mm) (mm) above size
ground(cm)
1 1996.05.20 50x52 50 145x 155 220 120 3
2°  1997.04.28 52x 55 52 115x 145 200 60
3" 1997.06.30 - - - 3
4 1998.05.05 39x45 55 110x 115 240 150
5 1999.04.15 65x 70 40 101x 130 172 205
6 1999.06.27 45x 50 51 95x 161 250 230 3

a * The nest was occupied by different parentsin different periods.
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Table 2. A comparison of feeding frequency of the pygmy wren babbler between two parents (A and B)

of nest 3 in the Zueyenshi major wildlife habitat during the period from May to July 1997

Nestling Time period observed Period Feeding times(number) Frequency
age(days) Start End (min) (total number
B Total /period)
3 0942 1750 488 5 6 11 0.023
4 0548 1206 378 9 0.024
7 0747 1442 415 19 20 39 0.094
8 0735 1305 330 18 17 35 0.106
11 1326 1607 221 6 5 11 0.050
12 0646 1500 494 28 25 53 0.107
14 1005 1800 475 25 20 45 0.095
15 0800 1152 232 5 8 13 0.056
Total 3033 111 105 216 0.071
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Table 3. Food items identified from the 50 observations on nestling feedings of the pygmy wren babbler

in the Zueyenshi major wildlife habitat in May 1997

Food item Numbers Percent
Insects
Larvae 1 7.6
Pupae 6 4.2
Orthoptera 10 6.9
L epidoptera 11 7.6
Coleoptera 34 23.6
Diptera 3 21
Hymenoptera 48 33.3
Archnida
Spider 21 14.6
Total 144 100
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Breeding Habit of the Pygmy Wren
Babbler Pnoepyga pusilla in the
Zueyenshi Major Wildlife Habitat in
Central Taiwan

Cheng-Te Yao, Tai-Lin Ai and Hsiow-Chen Huang

Taiwan Endemic Species Research Institute, Chichi, Nantou, Taiwan

Abstract

A field observation was conducted on breeding habit of the pygmy wren babbler pnoepyga pusilla in
the Zueyenshi major wildlife habitat in central Taiwan during the period from May 1996 to July 1999.
The babbler was a small monogamous bird. Both parents shared the duties on nest building, egg
incubating, and nestling feeding and brooding. The breeding season was from late spring to early
summer(April to July). The nests were built with small plant roots in mosses on the mountain slope. Each
nest was dome shaped, and covered completely by mosses except its lateral entrance. The clutch size was
three, each 20.0£1.5 mm in diameter, 2.05g in weight, and white in color. The incubation period was 16

days, and the nestling period was 15 days. Food items of nestlings were small invertebrates, mainly
insects and spiders.

Key words: pygmy wren babbler, Pnoepyga pusilla, breeding habit, Zueyenshi major wildlife habitat,
Taiwan
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