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Basilicum polystachyon (L.) Moench a Rare Mint in Taiwan
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Abstract

Basilicum polystachyon ( L.) Moench belonging to the mint family Lamiaceae is widely distributed
in tropical regions of Africa, Asia and Australia. It was first reported from Taiwan in 1929, but because
of its rarity, very few specimens have been collected. This paper describes B. polystachyon with color
photographs and SEM microphotographs of its pollen grains and nutlets, and provides its chromosome

number (2n=60), taxonomic notes, and distribution in Taiwan.
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Basilicum polystachyon (L.) Moench, Suppl.
Meth. PI1. 143. 1802; Li, F1. Reipubl. Popul. Sin.
66: 555. 1977, Huang et Cheng, Fl. Taiwan 4:
451. 1978; Li et Hedge, F1. China 17: 295. 1994;
Huang et al., F1. Taiwan 2™ ed. 4: 445. pl. 190.
1998.

Ocimum polystachyon L., Mant. 2: 567. 1771.

Moschosma polystachyon (L.) Benth. in Wall.,
PI. Asiat. Rar. 2: 13. 1831; Kudo in Mem. Fac.
Sci. Agric. Taihoko Univ. 2: 111. 1929; Yamamoto,
J. Soc. Trop. Agr. 6: 557. 1934; Mori in Masamune,
Short Fl. Formos. 184. 1936.
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Fig. 1. Habit (A) and inflorescence (B) of Basilicum polystachyon (L.) Moench from Taiwan (arrowheads,

flowers with unequally 2-lobed lower lip).
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Fig. 2. SEM micrographs of pollen grains and nutlet of Basilicum polystachyon (L.) Moench from Taiwan.
A and B, equtorial view of a pollen grain with reticulate tectum; C and D, polar view of 6-colpate pollen
grain with reticulate tectum; E and F, nutlet with reticulate surface (bars=5 pm for A, C and F; 1 um for
B and D, and 100 um for E).
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Fig. 3. Somatic chromosomes (2n=60) of Basilicum polystachyon (L.) Moench from Taiwan (bar=5 um).
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