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Abstract

In order to investigate the diet of Taiwanese water shrew (Chimarrogale himalayica) and to compare
it with that of other water shrews in Euro-Asia, we examined the stomach contents of a specimen caught
from the Lala Creek at an elevation of around 1,800m, Taoyuan County, Taiwan. Its stomach contents
were mainly fragments of aquatic insect larvae, some of which could be identified as Trichoptera and
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Ephemeroptera (Class Isecta). Also, a few fragments belonging to species of Araneae (Class Arachnida)
were found. The results showed that the diet of the water shrew in Taiwan is similar to that of other

Chimarrogale species, but different from that of Neomys species.
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Fig. 1. Filamentous gill and a spiracle of insect larvae in the stomach contents of the Taiwanese water
shrew.
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Fig. 2. Remains of caddisfly larva (Trichoptera) in the stomach contents of the Taiwanese water shrew
(arrow pointing the hook-like appendage as the character for identification of the larva).
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Fig. 3. A leg fragment of the mayfly nymph (Ephemeroptera) characterized by segmented tarsi, single
claw, and a row of lateral fringe hairs in the stomach contents of the Taiwanese water shrew.
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Fig. 4. A leg fragment of the spider (Araneae) in the stomach contents of the Taiwanese water shrew
(arrow pointing two saw-like claws as the character for identification of the spider).
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