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Furled Banana L eaves as Roost for the Formosan
Tube-nosed Bat (Murina puta)
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Abstract

Bats use many types of roosts, such as caves, buildings and plants. For the 37 known species of
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Taiwan, eight roosts in caves, seven in buildings, and another eight on plants. Murina puta is a forest-
dweller and an endemic species to Taiwan. An adult and two juveniles of this bat were found to roost
in furled leaves of a banana plant in a mixed forest at Danei Village, Tainan County. The leaves were
2.5m above the ground. This paper constitutes the first record of furled banana |eaves as a roosting site

for Murina puta.
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Fig. 1. Furled banana leaves (red arrow) as a roosting site for Murina puta.
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Fig. 2. An adult female (yellow fur) and two juveniles (gray fur) of Murina puta roosting in the furled
banana leaves.
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Fig. 3. The height of 2.5m above the ground for the furled banana leaves roosted by Murina puta.
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